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How   did   you   choose   your   topic   and   how   does   it   relate   to   the   annual   theme?   

I   chose   this   topic   because   I   am   interested   in   philosophical   and   religious   questions,   and   
this   is   quite   relevant   to   that.   Debate   obviously   goes   hand   in   hand   with   this   topic   because   of   the   
different   sides   that   are   debated   and   backed   up.   Diplomacy   is   related   because   of   the   court   cases   
and   discussions   involving   “under   God”   being   added   to/taken   away   from   the   pledge.   
  

How   did   you   conduct   your   research?   
I   did   a   lot   of   research   online,   and   on   The   Library   of   Congress   for   articles,   news,   

magazines,   books,   etc.   Often   I   would   go   to   one   website   that   would   lead   me   to   another   through   its   
citations.   I   made   sure   to   do   the   citations   for   that   website   before   going   on   to   another   one.     
  

How   did   you   create   your   project?   
At   first,   I   mainly   focused   on   getting   sources   and   research   done,   and   then   I   started   compiling   the   

information   into   topics   and   sides   of   the   debate.   After   I   did   that,   I   created   a   timeline   of   all   of   the   events   
that   influenced   the   pledge   of   allegiance.   From   then   I   created   a   Google   Drawing   and   added   all   the   
information   into   the   virtual   exhibit.   I   then   added   pictures   and   newspapers   and   cited   them.   For   my   word   
count,   I   copied   and   pasted   into   a   separate   document   all   of   the   words   that   counted   towards   the   word   count.     
  

What   is   your   historical   argument/thesis?   
On   June   14,   1954,   After   hearing   a   moving   sermon   by   Reverend   George   M.   Docherty   on   the   lack   

of   a   mention   of   God   in   the   American   pledge,   President   Eisenhower   supported   Congress   in   adding   the   
words   ‘under   God’   to   the   pledge   of   allegiance,   accentuating   a   crucial   part   of   the   American   dream:   
Religious   Freedom.   Debate   on   whether   it   should   still   be   included   is   ever-present,   and   our   one   nation   
under   God   is   becoming   less   indivisible.   
  

In   what   ways   is   your   topic   significant   in   history?   
My   topic   is   significant   in   history   because   “under   God”   had   a   lot   to   do   with   the   war   going   

on   at   the   time,   and   influenced   many   people   as   it   accentuated   a   major   part   of   America’s   founding.   
Debate   and   diplomacy   were   quite   present   along   the   way,   and   played   major   roles   in   the   pledge   
that   we   say   today.     
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Background Information

George M. Docherty’s life, goals, and 
sermon

Religious Freedom in 
America: 

Under God, Under 
Debate

America’s Foundation: Religion On June 14, 1954, After hearing a moving sermon by Reverend George M. 
Docherty on the lack of a mention of God in the American pledge, President 
Eisenhower supported Congress in adding the words ‘under God’ to the pledge of 
allegiance, accentuating a crucial part of the American dream: Religious Freedom. 
Debate on whether it should still be included is ever-present, and our one nation 
under God is becoming less indivisible.

“What, therefore, is missing in the pledge of allegiance that Americans have been saying off and on 
since 1892, and officially since 1942?  The one fundamental concept that completely and ultimately 
separates Communist Russia from the democratic institutions of this country. This was seen clearly by 
Lincoln.  Under God this people shall know a new birth of freedom, and “under God” are the definitive 
words.”

-Rev. George M. Docherty

Recent Diplomacy

Washington, George. A prayer by George Washington ... This prayer is used regularly at "the 
President's chapel" of the George Washington University ... Presented to the Daughters of the 
American revolution by the George Washington University as a token of its appre. Washington, 1919. 
Pdf. Retrieved from the Library of Congress, <www.loc.gov/item/rbpe.20803000/>

It is important to explore the founding of our country and the religious 
background associated with it. With Christianity as the largest religion 
worldwide as well as in America, it is no surprise it  is mentioned in a lot of 
our documents and official declarations, including the Pledge of Allegiance. 
For example, a great many of our founding fathers were Christian, and this 
shows in the language of their speeches and writings.

“I am a real Christian, that is to say, a disciple of the doctrines of Jesus.”
Thomas Jefferson to Charles Thomson, 9 January 1816

FirsFirst prayer of the continental Congress, 2018, Plymouth Rock Foundation

“In short, while America did not have a Christian Founding in the sense of 
creating a theocracy, its Founding was deeply shaped by Christian moral 
truths. More important, it created a regime that was hospitable to 
Christians, but also to practitioners of other religions.”
-Mark David Hall
Herbert Hoover Distinguished Professor of Political Science

The first prayer in Congress. 
In Thatcher's military journal, 
under date of December 
1777, is found a note 
containing the identical "First 
prayer in Congress," made by 
the Rev. J. Duche ... Ocala, 
Fla. Banner Steam Print. [n. 
D.], 1777, Library of 
Congress

Some believe that “Many of the 
founding fathers—Washington, 
Jefferson, Franklin, Madison and 
Monroe—practiced a faith called 
Deism. Deism is a philosophical belief 
in human reason as a reliable means of 
solving social and political problems.” 
However, this statement being possible, 
some of these same founding fathers 
and other historians have written 
statements that contradict this notion, 
like  these statements by Thomas 
Jefferson and historian Jared Sparks.

“To say that he [George Washington] was not a Christian would be to 
impeach his sincerity and honesty. Of all men in the world, Washington 
was certainly the last whom any one would charge with dissimulation or 
indirectness [hypocrisies and evasiveness]; and if he was so scrupulous in 
avoiding even a shadow of these faults in every known act of his life, 
[regardless of] however unimportant, is it likely, is it credible, that in a 
matter of the highest and most serious importance [his religious faith, that] 
he should practice through a long series of years a deliberate deception upon 
his friends and the public? It is neither credible nor possible.”
-Jared Sparks, Author of The Dictionary of American Biography

The History of the Pledge of 
Allegiance

The Pledge of Allegiance is one of the documents that has a mention of God in it, but it wasn't always like the way 
it is now. It has gone through a lot of changes and revisions to get to the one that we say every day at school.

T
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In 1885, civil war veteran Captain George Thatcher Balch had the 
first idea of a verbal pledge. He devised this one, “We give our 
heads and our hearts to God and our country; one country, one 
language, one flag.”( history)
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In 1892 Francis Bellamy wrote a pledge to use in patriotic 
celebrations, “I pledge allegiance to my flag and the 
republic for which it stands, one nation indivisible, with 
liberty and justice for all.” This was recited along with the 
Bellamy salute.(history)
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From 1922-1923 National Flag 
Conference added “the flag of the 
United States of America”

1933-1945: rise of fascism in Germany, thus the Bellamy 
salute was changed to hand over heart when congress 
officially adopted Bellamy’s pledge in 1942, due to too 
much resemblance to a nazi salute.

The pledge now reads, “I Pledge Allegiance to the flag, of the United States of America, And to the republic for 
which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.
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In 1954, President Eisenhower added the words “under God” 
to the previous pledge of allegiance. He was inspired by 
Reverend George M. Docherty.

The Sermon That Inspired

1885
1954

George MacPherson Docherty was born in Glasgow, Scotland, and became a Presbyterian reverend after moving to the U.S 
in 1950. He was surprised to learn that the newly adopted pledge had no mention of religion or God in it. He then went on to 
become a leader in the movement to add “under God” to the Pledge of Allegiance, and his sermon was the one that inspired 
Eisenhower to do just that.

“George MacPherson Docherty.” Wikipedia: The Free Encyclopedia, Wikimedia Foundation, Inc., en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_MacPherson_Docherty#/media/File:Georgeandike.jpg. 
Accessed 3 Feb. 2022.

“The pledge of allegiance seems to me to omit 
this theological implication that is fundamental 

to the American way of life.  It should be
“One nation, indivisible, under God.” Once 

“under God,” then we can define what we mean 
by “liberty and justice for all.” To omit the 

words “under God”
in the pledge of allegiance is to omit the 

definitive
character of the American way of life.

From Reverend George M. Docherty’s sermon 
“UNDER GOD”

"This is the issue we face today:  A 
freedom that respects the rights of 
the minorities, but is defined by a 
fundamental belief in God. A way 
of life that sees man, not as the 
ultimate outcome of a mysterious 
concatenation of evolutionary 
process, but a sentient being 
created by God and seeking to 
know His will, and “Whose soul is 
restless till he rest in God.”
George M. Docherty, “UNDER 
GOD”

The Rev. George M. Docherty, New York Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, 2018, The Washington Post 

“I came from Scotland, 
where we said ‘God save 
our gracious queen,’ ‘God 
save our gracious king,’ 
Here was the pledge of 

allegiance, and God wasn’t 
in it at all.”
-Docherty
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Springfield Union (Springfield, Massachusetts), 15 June 1954, page 16, Geneologybank

Dallas Morning News (Dallas, Texas), 20 June 1954, section IV, page 2, 
Genealogybank
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The Debate: Should It Remain?

There have been a number of court cases in recent and not so recent years challenging “under God”. Many of these were 
concerns about it being recited in schools while including these words. Some of them were dealing with the possibility that 
these words violated the establishment cause,  “a wall of separation between church and state”

“No. 03-7

In the Supreme Court of the 
United States

MICHAEL A. NEWDOW, 
PETITIONER

v.

UNITED STATES CONGRESS, 
ET AL.

ON PETITION FOR A WRIT 
OF CERTIORARI

TO THE UNITED STATES 
COURT OF APPEALS

FOR THE NINTH CIRCUIT

BRIEF FOR THE UNITED 
STATES IN OPPOSITION

THEODORE B. OLSON

Solicitor General

Counsel of Record

PETER D. KEISLER

Assistant Attorney General

ROBERT M. LOEB

LOWELL V. STURGILL JR.

Attorneys

Department of Justice

Washington, D.C. 20530-0001

(202) 514-2217”

“QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1.Whether the inclusion of the phrase 
"under God" in the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the United States Flag 
violates the Establishment Clause of 
the First Amendment.
2. Whether there is a waiver of 
sovereign and Speech or Debate 
immunities inherent in the 
Establishment Clause.

3. Whether a noncustodial parent has 
Article III standing to challenge the 
Pledge of Allegiance on 
Establishment Clause grounds.

In the Supreme Court of the United 
States”

“In March 2000, petitioner filed suit against the 
United States Congress, the President, the United 
States of America, the State of California, and two 
California school districts and their 
superintendents, seeking a declaration that the 
1954 statute adding the words "under God" to the 
Pledge is "facially unconstitutional" under the 
Establishment and Free Exercise Clauses of the 
First Amendment.”

How Thomas Jefferson’s “Wall of Separation” Redefined 
Church-State Law and Policy,2003, Chronicles

"When hard questions of 
domestic relations are 
sure to affect the 
outcome, the prudent 
course is for the federal 
court to stay its hand 
rather than reach out to 
resolve a weighty question 
of federal constitutional 
law,"-Justice Stevens

MICHAEL A. NEWDOW, PETITIONE R v.UNITED STATES CONGRESS, ET AL.

Hemant, Mehta. “Ten Years Later, a Reflection on Michael 
Newdow’s Attempt to Remove ‘Under God’ from the 
Pledge of Allegiance.” Friendly Atheist, Patheos, 
friendlyatheist.patheos.com/2014/06/14/ten-years-later-a-
reflection-on-michael-newdows-attempt-to-remove-under-
god-from-the-pledge-of-allegiance/. Accessed 12 Mar. 
2022.

James Ingwersen, Collection of the Supreme Court of 
the United States (1991), Oyez.org

C
opy of Elk grove unified school district V

 N
ew
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, 2004, Sutori

“Newdow does not allege 
that his daughter's teacher 
or school district requires 
his daughter to participate 
in reciting the Pledge.
3 Rather, he claims that his 
daughter is injured when 
she is compelled to "watch 
and listen as her state- 
employed teacher in her 
state-run school leads her 
classmates in a ritual 
proclaiming that there is a 
God, and that our's [sic]
is `one nation under God,’ ”

YES

NO

“Thomas Jefferson and our other 
Founding Fathers understood that 
the government does not give us 
our freedom. Our freedom comes 
from God, and the government was 
established to protect that 
God-given freedom. That was their 
justification for the American 
Revolution as stated in the 
Declaration of Independence. 
Jefferson wrote: 

"We hold these truths to be 
self-evident: that all men are 
created equal; that they are 
endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable rights; that 
among these are life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness; that to 
secure these rights, governments 
are instituted among men, deriving 
their just powers from the consent 
of the governed; that whenever any 
form of government becomes 
destructive of these ends, it is the 
right of the people to alter or to 
abolish it, and to institute new 
government laying its foundation 
on such principles…" (emphasis 
added) 

No king or emperor, no president 
or congress, no court or crowd 
gives us our rights. They come 
from God himself and are 
unalienable. And the Founders 
built America's ‘foundation on 
such principles.’ “
–Eric Buehrer January 31, 2018 
Teachers

ONe Nation Under God 20 by 30 signed and  numbered litho print, , Mcnaughton fineart company

More fundamentally, the discomfort of some pr ogressives with any hint of religion has often
prevented us from effectively addressing issues in moral terms. Some of the problem here is 
rhetorical – if we scrub language of all religious content, we forfeit the imagery and 
terminology through which millions of Americans understand both their personal morality and 
social justice. Imagine Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address without reference to “the 
judgments of the Lord, or King’s I Have a Dream speech without reference to “all of God’s 
children. Their summoning of a higher truth helped inspire what had seemed impossible and 
move the nation to embrace a common destiny.”
- Barack Obama, Call To Renewal

ONe nation nder god, Danny 
Hahlbohm, 
fineartamerica.com

“The Establishment Clause of the First Amendment says the 
government must remain neutral in religious matters. Keeping 
“under God”in the Pledge means that the government endorses 
religion as desirable.•“Under God”endorses a particular religious 
belief—the Judeo-Christian concept of a single deity, “God.” Yet 
other faiths have different views about a deity or deities, and 
other people do not believe in a deity at all. You should be able to 
pledge your loyalty to the flag and to the country without having 
to express a religious belief.”
-National Constitution Center

Thomas Jefferson created the 
most famous use of the 
metaphor "separation of 
church and state" in a letter 
where he mentioned a "wall 
of separation." (Image via 
White House Historical 
Association, painted by 
Rembrandt Peale in 1800, 
public domain),2009,the 
First Mendment 
ENcyclopedia

“Separation of Church and State is a phrase that refers 
to the Establishment Clause of the First Amendment. 
The phrase dates back to the early days of U.S. history, 
and Thomas Jefferson referred to the First Amendment 
as creating a “start of Light Yellow comment 
annotation. wall of separationend of Light Yellow 
comment annotation.” between church and state as the 
third president of the U.S. The term is also often 
employed in court cases. For example, U.S. Supreme 
Court Justice Hugo Black famously stated in Everson 
v. Board of Education that “[t]he First Amendment has 
erected a wall between church and state,” and that 
“[t]hat wall must be kept high and impregnable.”
-Cornell Law School

Church and State, 2015, the imaginative conservative

These words  have influenced many debates, and people, 
through diplomacy, have reached the conclusion that they help 
describe an important way of life for the majority of American 
citizens. This may not stay this way forever, and that’s up to us.

“Be the change you wish to see in the 
world.” 
-Mahatma Gandhi
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